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not consist therefore, in consular philanthropy, stimu-
lated by tlie active solicitude of Christendom. It
must be sought for elsewhere. It will be found in
the decided taste of the non-Mussulman rayahs for
shaking off any yoke placed over their equivocal
proceedings; in the extraordinary seduction offered
by operations made with the Government, and which,
when it discovered the numberless frauds of which it
was the victim, it would probably refuse to sanction,
or to bring to the desired conclusion, if the parties
who were to profit depended on its authority. In
this case it would be necessary to submit to disagree-
able investigations, the least consequence of which
would be to reduce, if not to absorb the profits; besides,
highly situated associates might be compromised,
which would evidently spoil the trade. But when
the party enjoys a European protection, no matter
which, things take another aspect. Is there any
hitch with the Custom-house, or with any office,
there is a rush to the Consulate, which sends still
faster a kavass or a dragoman, as the case may be,
with the Consul's compliments, and the difference is
arranged ... at the expense of somebody, of course.
If the affair is important, the Consul gets into his
carriage, carries his compliments himself, writes,
protests, threatens, goes into a flurry, and conquers
by utter exhaustion . . . cams belli are always heavy